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The mountains of the island of Moorea stood out to the
right and behind them the sun set rapidly. They were thrown
into a high and dark crenellated silhouette against the
brightly lit sky, and the lights from the sinking sun appearing
in shafts that gradually lengthened and weakened and faded.
At Mataiea Gauguin found a physical peace, the existence of
which had been unknown to him during his stay in Papeete.
He felt far from the Europe that he had known and that
seemed now like a prison to him. There was a silence at night,
accentuated by the occasional playing of the vivo, the flute of the
Tahitians* In Martinique, night had been a signal to the insects
to begin their grating bedlam, but in Tahiti, when the vivo was
silent there was a true silence* The moon lit up the hut with its
high roof of pandanus leaves where the lizards bred, and in the
faint light the reeds on the inner walls of the room became
distinguishable one from the other*
The life in the country, also, was very different from the
life in Papeete* In the town there were shops: in the country
there were none. It was necessary to go into the mountains to
collect breadfruit or to go to the sea to fish. Money could not
buy food,
On the first day after moving to Mataiea, being hungry and
at a loss to know to which part of the mountain he should go to
find food, Gauguin saw a Kanaka waving to him to join him at
his meal. But through some emotion or idea that he could not
explain, he refused. The man was not offended, for refusal in
Polynesia is as graciously performed and understood as is
acceptance. Almost at once a small girl was sent to him with
some freshly cooked food wrapped in newly picked leaves
which she placed on his doorstep without speaking. Gauguin
ate what had been brought to him. Later the man passed and in
an enquiring tone spoke to him* Gauguin was fed, satisfied*
The man was pleased. It marked the beginning of a mutual
provisioning between him and his neighbours, but Gauguin's
share was limited to his presence among them and the interest
that that presence had provoked*